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pared with one carried off by Gustavus Adolphus and now
preserved at Stockholm. He suggested that the jewel formed
a kind of morse.

Mr. JACKSON thought that the figure before which the
Baptist knelt was that of Our Lord.

Professor TURNER expressed regret that the Warden of New
College was prevented from being present to hear the descrip-
tion of the relics exhibited. The College was indebted to the
Society for the interest taken in the matter and the practical
suggestions that had been made with regard to restoration
and future custody. The crosier had been kept in the chapel
and only removed when the Bishop of Winchester was present.
He hoped that the mitre when restored would be placed there
also, and that the Society would advise as to the proper
lighting of both exhibits.

Mr. PALEY BAILDON trusted that the Treasurer would see
his way to making a special grant for the adequate illustration
of the remarkable relics on exhibition.

Mr. Hope's paper will be printed in Archaeologia.

Thanks were ordered to be returned for these communica-
tions, and special thanks were accorded to the exhibitors of
the remarkable series of English episcopal ornaments.

Thursday, 20th June, 1907.

LORD AVEBURY, P.C., F.R.S., President, in the chair.

W. H. ST. JOHN HOPE, Esq., M.A., Assistant-Secretary, read
a detailed report of the excavations on the site of 'the Roman
city at Silchester, Hants, in 1906.

The excavations of 1906 extended over the six months
from l7th May to 19th November, under the constant super-
vision and direction of Mr. Mill Stephenson.

In pursuance of the plan outlined in last year's report, the
investigations were confined to the grass field which occupies
a considerable area near the middle of the Roman site.

There was every reason to believe that an insula of some
size lay north of the baths, and eastward of Insula VL, and
this proved to be the case.

Like Insula XIX., excavated in 1898, this Insula XXXIV.
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was found to be completely enclosed by walls, and also like
Insula XIX. it contained but one important building, a large
house of the courtyard type which more or less filled up the
western end.

The house has undergone a certain amount of reconstruc-
tion, but is, on the whole, a good example of its class.

The most remarkable feature about it is an added room of
moderate dimensions, which was guarded by an iron plated
door, and covered by a barrel vault. The latter was con-
structed of hollow voussoirs, and it is one of the very few
instances of such construction that have been met with in
Britain.

Another curious feature about the building is the amount of
woodwork found in and about it. Some of this is difficult to
account for, such as a well constructed drain, but not properly
covered in, which underlay one of the corridors. This was in
connection with another drain which was traced across the
intervening street into Insula VI. to the west.

Along the southern edge of the house were traces of a
gallery (?) carried by a row of tree trunks, which had perhaps
been destroyed by fire. Quite a number of worked timbers
belonging to it were found under a later floor. To the east of
this gallery was a large open tank constructed wholly of piles
and planking, and some 60 feet in length, which was partly
covered at one end by a bridge or platform.

The object of all these curious constructions is somewhat
doubtful, but they may have belonged to a tannery.

To the south of the house was a courtyard enclosed by
offices.

With the exception of a large block to the north-east of the
house, with apparently a projected but never completed hypo-
caust, there were no other buildings in the insula. It was,
however, subdivided by walls in a manner suggestive of
gardens or of such . areas as drying grounds connected with
some industry.

Although Insula XXXIV. has a decided slope from north
to south, the ground was in parts quite wet and boggy, and
there was consequently an unusual dearth of pits and wells.

On this account the ' finds' for the year were extremely few
in number.

The DIRECTOR remarked that though the portable finds
were few, a great deal of structural work had been done in
the past season. Twenty-two years ago he had first shown
the map of Silchester to the Society, and now the excavations
would be completed in two or three years. Since 1890 regular
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annual reports had been presented and published. Mr. Lyell
had done much useful and very trying work, and the special
thanks of all concerned were due to Mr. Stephenson for his
most efficient supervision of the excavations. As treasurer of
the fund he would be glad to receive subscriptions for the con-
tinuance of the work.

Mr. LYELL stated that the examination of various specimens
of wood this year had proved of interest, and he hoped to find
similar material on other early sites.

Mr. READ remarked that objects found at Silchester had
generally been accepted as Roman without question; but the
small Saxon knife of scramasax type exhibited raised a
suspicion that parts of the ground had been subsequently dis-
turbed. The small globular bell, called in French grelot, was
another case in point, and belonged to the sixteenth or seven-

• teenth century.

Mr. Hope's paper will be printed in Archaeologia.

HAROLD BRAKSPEAR, Esq., F.S.A., read a paper descriptive
of excavations on the site of the Cistercian Abbey of Stanley,
co. Wilts, in 1905, which will be printed in Archaeologia.

Mr. HOPE congratulated the author on this addition to
the series of monastic plans. Stanley Abbey was the first
Cistercian house found in England with the curious set of
chapels south of the nave of the church, like those at Melrose,
and the structure had evidently grown from humble begin-
nings. It was a pity that more could not be made of the
infirmary buildings, as these were so generally neglected by
explorers; they were purely domestic in plan, and corre-
sponded to the manor houses of the period. The want of
symmetry in the cloister was doubtless due to defective
setting-out, and the buildings round it had evidently been
converted into a private house after the suppression. The
tiles formed a good series, and were well worth illustrating,
some being of- exceptional size. Though mostly fractured
in situ, and therefore difficult of removal, they had been most
carefully drawn.

EDWARD LAWS, ESQ., F.S.A., exhibited a number of imple-
ments of the Bronze Age found with human bones in.a rock-
shelter at the mouth of a cave near Pembroke Castle on the
shores of Milford Haven,
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Mr. READ said that a recent discovery of the same kind
(at Ravencliffe Cave, co. Derby) showed continuous habitation
of the cave for centuries. The saw did not appear to him to
be of the cross-cut variety, being very diminutive. The
palstave belonged to the latter part of the Bronze Age, and
was common enough, but the chisel and saw were compara-
tively rare.

Thanks were ordered to be returned for these communica-
tions and exhibitions.

Thursday, 27th June, 1907.

Sir EDWARD WILLIAM BRABROOK,' C.B.,
Vice-President, in the Chair.

The following gifts were announced, and thanks for the
same ordered to be returned to the donors.

From Harold Sands, Esq., F.S.A. :
1. The History and Antiquities of Colchester Castle. 8vo. Colchester

1882.
2. An Account of Leicester Castle. By James Thompson. 8vo. Leicester

1859.
3. Some Kentish Castles. By Harold Sands, F.S.A. (Reprinted from

Memorials of Old Kent.) 8YO. London, 1907.
i. Sutton Valence Castle. By Harold Sands. (Reprinted from Archceologia

Carttiana, vol. xxv.) 8vo. London, 1902.

From J. E. Pritchard, Esq., F.S.A. :
1. Notes on the Ecclesiastical and Monumental Architecture and Sculpture

of the Middle Ages in Bristol. By George Pryce. 8vo. London and
Bristol, 1853. '

2. Old Bristol Houses. By J. E. Pritchard. 8vo. n.p. 1894-1897.

EDWARD WOOLER, Esq., was admitted Fellow.

It was announced from the chair that the President had
appointed Sir RICHARD RIVINGTON HOLMES, K.C.V.O., to be
a Vice-President of the Society.

ALBERT HARTSHORNE, Esq., F.S.A., read a paper on the Gold
Chains of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.
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